
Improving perinatal health 
information reporting

Medical Birth Registry of Norway 

Kari Klungsøyr, senior medical officer /professor
Division of mental and physical health, NIPH

Department of global public health and primary care, UiB



Medical Birth Registry of Norway

Established in 1967

Mandatory notification: 
• all pregnancies from 16 (12) weeks’ gestation

Goal: Collect and treat data on pregnancies / births for
• surveillance and 
• studying causes of adverse outcomes

Présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
Opplysninger som er nevnt i paragraf 1-9 (om barnet) skal uten hensyn til taushetsplikt meldes av helsepersonell som tilbyr og yter helsehjelp til barnet. Inkluderer da for eks også de barn som overflyttes direkte til barnekirurgiske avdelinger.



Use and presentation of data

• Previously: statistics had to be requested from 
the registry

• 2010: Started publishing indicators on the 
website

• First: By counties
• Secondly: By delivery units



MBRN “statistics bank” 
– standard view, by mother’s county 

Smoking at start of 
pregnancy



Line diagrams for time trends:
Induced labor, per 1000



Next: Publishing by delivery institution

Interventions during delivery: Cesarean, vacuum, forceps, episiotomia
All institutions, by health region (totally 4), by healthcare «corporation», 
by delivery unit



CS (%) by health region over time



Forceps (%) by health region over time



CS (%) by delivery unit over time



Forceps (%) by delivery unit over time



Vacuum(%) by delivery unit over time



CS (%) by Robson group and delivery 
unit

All groups

Robson 3



CS (%) by Robson group and delivery 
unit

Robson 5, 
previous CS

All groups



Small institutions



LBW (%)



Experience and discussion
• Previously clinicians skeptic to having “their” 

results published on the “open web”
• Several meetings where different issues were 

discussed
• Level of detail has been reduced since the 

introduction: e.g. Robson 6-10 are today merged
• Institution statistics are used a lot, it enables 

comparison with the total country and delivery 
units of same size

• Improves data quality



Thank you….
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