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Sharing surveillance data – UK



MBRRACE-UK: 

Perinatal mortality surveillance

Combine mortality data from all hospitals in England, 

Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland with birth and death 

registrations



Mortality rates

• Population-based care commissioning (by residence)

• Service delivery (by place of birth)

• Local government area (by residence)



Mortality rates for organisations 

• Crude mortality rate

– Observed number of deaths per 1,000 births

• Stabilised (& adjusted) mortality rate

– ‘Stabilised’ to allow for variation due to small numbers

– Care provider rates are adjusted for differences in:

• Socioeconomic status, ethnicity, mother’s age, baby’s sex, multiple 

birth, & gestational age at birth (for neonatal death)



Colour coding for maps and tables

What do they mean?

– They are not definitive measures of quality of care

– They are robust estimates of rates of mortality given 

available data

– Inform national and local decisions

Rationale:

• Amber band from 5% lower than average rates is 

designed to stimulate the continuing need for further 

improvement in mortality rates by organisations to 

meet national stillbirth and neonatal death initiatives

National or 
comparator 
group



More than 5% higher than UK average

Within 5% of UK average

5% to 15% lower than UK average

More than 15% lower than UK average

Suppressed due to small numbers



Available at: https://timms.le.ac.uk/mbrrace-uk-perinatal-mortality/





Comparison between providers with similar 

maternal and neonatal provision using annual data









Reports to organisations delivering 

maternal or neonatal care



Real-time data monitoring tool 

Identify clusters of deaths



Filters allows focus on specific types of death e.g. antepartum stillbirth

Customisable charts –

just drag a filter across

Identify missing data



Detailed information available for each death

Direct access to the 

MBRRACE-UK 

record



Ability to make comparisons, e.g. between time periods

















Thank you


