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EFCNI in a nutshell   



EFCNI‘s fields of activity 

Preconception and maternal care 

• Effective prevention  

• Equitable, high-quality healthcare 

Treatment and care 

• Improvement of treatment and care for newborns 

• Support for their families 

Continuing care 

• Improvement of long-term health of preterm 

babies and ill newborns 

• Psychological, socio-pedagogical and financial 

support for children and families 



 

EFCNI‘s philosophy – working together 

Professionals/ 
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Media/ 

Marketing 
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Third parties 
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EFCNI‘s team 

                                                 

&  8 full-time staff 

Dr Dietmar Schlembach Prof.  Hercilia Guimarães  Dr Michael Poschmann Silke Mader Thomas Föringer 

Trustee Board 

Nicole Thiele Silke Mader Prof. Neil Marlow 

Executive Board 



 

EFCNI‘s Parent Advisory Board 

Mandy Daly                             Paula Guerra                  Dr Tomasz Makaruk                   Livia Nagy Bonnard 

  

                        

                                

Dr Gert van Steenbrugge        Dr Eleni Vavouraki                 Yannic Verhaest                            Mónica Virchez                                       



 

EFCNI‘s Scientific Advisory Board 



 

EFCNI’s supporting corporate partners 2016 

  



EFCNI – a powerful and growing network  

for maternal and newborn care  

Active partnership with: 

~ 70 National parent organisations worldwide 

~ 30 European organisations & societies 

~ 30 National organisations & societies 

~ 20 Global organisations & societies 

- Supranational organisations (WHO, …) 

- European institutions, EMA, G7 prep. conf,... 



EFCNI – a neutral platform and partner  

combining forces 

High reputation, credibility and trust among 

all stakeholder groups: 

Initiating & coordinating interdisciplinary projects 

Participating in and organising of key advocacy 

meetings and health projects 

Knowledge and information sharing 

Driving system and mind changes 



 

EFCNI – a strong and valued “brand”  

Fostering common communication: 

(Licenced) material, toolkits and multiple 

communication channels  

Building one strong international voice 

Raising awareness on preterm birth topics 

Maximum outreach to target groups 

 



2010  

World Prematurity  

Day 

 

EU Benchmarking  

Report 

2011 / 2012 

European White Paper 

 & Call to Action 

EFCNI‘s key milestones - 

improving maternal and newborn health 
2013 + 

Standards of Care 

Key finding: 

Different practices, 

lack of standards 

Background,  

challenges, 

recommendations 

Standards to  

increase quality  

of care 

Situation in Europe 

Need for change 

Establishment of 

reference 

2008 

International Prematurity  

Awareness Day 

 

Declaration  

of Rome 

Catalogue of  

10 demands for 

preterm infants 



• Highlighting changes since 2010 

• Raising awareness and understanding for the need of harmonised 

standards on time with their planned publication 

• Assess the current situation and identify needs for improvement 

• Starting awareness wave by presenting data and facts, the inequality in 

Europe and areas where improvements are needed 

• Increase pressure on decision makers, e.g. policy makers, hospital 

administration/CEO, insurances, HCPs etc. 

 

EFCNI's next project:  

A new Benchmarking Report to fight inequalities in Europe 



Methodology 

- not a scientific or statistical report but policy environment 

Desk research 

 

Information and data collection from 
e.g.:  

- Governments,  

- Authorities,  

- Euro-Peristat  

- Scientific literature  

- Media reports 

Interviews, inquiries/  

questionnaires 

Topics developed together with Chairs 
of our Standards of Care project 

Carried out with e.g.: 

- 10/20 random selected hospitals per 
  country 

- National stakeholders (ministries,  
  national societies, experts, families, 
  parent organisations,…)  

 

 

 

Support of messages and findings  

by societies, organisations, … 

 

 

Feedback on the report for further 
explanation and clarification and the 
preparation of the next edition 

Expert review and 

endorsement 
Feedback 



In summary: potential collaboration 

Join Socks for Life 

Benchmarking Report 

Join World Prematurity Day 

17 November 

Congresses/ events 

EFCNI‘s annual Parent 

Organisations Meeting 

Support European Standards 

of Care for Newborn Health 

Project 

Political awareness 
Communication 



It is time to act and combine forces, now!  

Every baby has a right for  

the best start in life 
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