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Challenge
Maternal and perinatal mortality is often seen solely as a problem for the developing 
world. 
However, in a Europe of ageing populations and decreasing birth rates that struggles to 
build resilient and effective health systems, too many women still die during pregnancy 
and childbirth: in 2013 alone, there were 1,900 maternal deaths in Europe1. 

While all women living in Europe have the fundamental right of equitable access to high 
quality healthcare3, it is often mothers, regardless of their status who face the most 
challenges. 

The issue is multi-faceted, involving not only matters related to female empowerment and 
access to healthcare, but also the need for a greater focus on everyday, real-life statistics 
and numbers, that are often lacking when it comes to uptake of maternal healthcare in 
Europe. 
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Ecosystem of Motherhood Initiatives

Approach
● Shared value inspiration partner
● Providing the fertile environment for causes
● Shared value ambassadorship & advocacy
● Synergizing shared value projects and people

Activities
● Advocacy and communication
● Project design and operational setup
● Hosting of initiatives
● Partnership building
● Fundraising
● Brand identity creation
● Program management
● Digital strategy
● Reporting 
● Purchasing and procurement

The Synergist

Universal access
Safe Motherhood Week
Real world data 

● Public awareness
● Real world data (survey)

● Awareness of women, stakeholders
● Real world data (pregnancy registry)



Overview

www.maternalhealthalliance.eu 4

We bring together key actors at EU 
and national level to work towards 
ensuring that policies exist and are 
implemented to deliver equity of 
access to quality maternal health at 
all levels.

Ensure high quality maternal 
healthcare for all.

To make universal equitable access 
to high quality maternal healthcare 
a reality in Europe by 2020.

Vision

MissionWho we 
are
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Achievements

1. Developed  a core group of MEP champions, making the Alliance for Maternal Health Equality a cross-party 
initiative 

2. Developed a core group of main stakeholders and members from the EU and international levels alike
3. Launched the Alliance in September (EP event)
4. Created the main framework of the Alliance policy discourse (Factsheet, Key messages, Guide on Key Messages, 

Manifesto)
5. Established the first stage of a long-term Alliance positioning into EU discourse by advocating for a declaration 

on universal access to maternal health in Europe (tabled on 24 February 2016)
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Additional achievements 

- The Alliance contributed to the EC public consultation on Expert Panel on effective ways of investing in 
Health (EXPH) - Preliminary opinion on ‘Access to health services in the EU’’ 

- The Alliance contributes to the EC public consultation on possible action addressing the challenges of 
work-life balance faced by working parents and caregivers

- Marc Tarabella MEP has produced a video on the Alliance 

- Priya Agrawal (MSD for Mothers) spoke at the 8 December DG R&I Maternal Health Conference

- Nomination of MEP Filiz HYUSMENOVA as MEP of the Year

- Following nomination, MEP Filiz Hyusmenova won the award for MEP focusing on Social Affairs 

- Four out of the twelve Declaration MEP signatories have produced videos supporting the declaration, 
with the other eight currently recording their statements 
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Communication

Raise awareness of the state of maternal health in Europe. 
Increase support for advocacy priority areas in 2016. Expand  
comms reach to new and more diverse stakeholders. Tailor 
communications to raise Alliance Member visibility. 
Centralise communications.

Continue to build and show grassroots support for the 
initiative among women, HCPs. Empower women to make 
an informed choice + build support for need for better data. 
Research + communicate around latest developments in 
pregnancy + medicine.

Change mindset of women in Europe on how they approach 
their own health and encourage them to ask questions. 
Raise awareness that women deserve to make informed 
decisions/better care. Work with more  partners to identify 
best practices and celebrate + communicate this.

Inspire action for maternal rights to be 
recognized and embraced. Identify, celebrate 
what works, connect. Focus: Inspiring women to 
start asking and to make informed decisions

Goal for Motherhood   project ecosystem in 2016 : Develop a concrete proposal to address clearly 
identified gaps in maternal healthcare in Europe

Continue to raise awareness about the issue + 
communicate latest developments, foster 
collaborations between stakeholders,  and 
begin pilot pregnancy registry project.

Build momentum on issues surrounding  
universal access +  generate tangible benefits to 
society

Meaningful Stakeholder Engagement

Bring issue of universal access high on European agenda. 
Using real world evidence and events, recommend possible 
solutions for policy and regulatory community and calls to 
action. Empower women to make an informed choice 
accessing  high quality maternal healthcare. Raise Alliance 
membership,  member engagement and active participation.

Sensitise potential advocates for this cause who 
might support change, and establish  a “coalition” of 
experts/KOLs in all the aspects of this issue

Supports Alliance agenda. Channel to bring a credible 
public perspective to a policy-focused audience and 
vice versa.

Real world evidence and tools

Lead an effort to build evidence and suggest solutions. Bring 
SMW survey to policy makers and stakeholders, and initiate  
other evidence-gathering initiatives. 

Initiate collaboration around a pilot pregnancy 
registry project. Pilot triggers the creation of similar 
projects in other medical conditions/geographies.

Publish first public survey of maternal care in 
Europe. Demonstrate there is systematic unequal 
access to maternal care across all women in Europe.



Key Contributors

www.maternalhealthalliance.eu 8

Policy 
makers

Industry
Healthcare 
providers  & 

planners

Research 
communigy

Civil 
society



Alliance Members

Founding Members

Members
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Alliance Priorities
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Focus on real-life evidence and clear 
statistics on maternal health 

We call on national health authorities and international 
organisations to measure and instigate systems which can 
hold health mechanisms to account on equitable and 
universal access to maternal health in Europe. Such 
systems should be uniform, in order to allow for meaningful 
comparisons of the situation in each country. 

When defining the indicators for the European Semester (Health 
Country Recommendations), the Health Systems Performance 
Assessment Frame- work and European Core Health Indicators, 
indicators such as perinatal outcomes should be embedded. 
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Focus on real-life evidence and clear 
statistics on maternal health 

Factors that go beyond the health sectors must also be taken 
into consideration in maternal healthcare assessments: those 
include poverty, nutrition, work and education status, as well as 
gender inequalities. 

Proper education on health choices for mothers and their 
families alike is of high importance, as better health literacy will 
result in a better use of health services. 
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2016 Activities
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3. Provide evidence on usability of 
maternal healthcare systems in 
Europe and offer practical 
solutions

● Identify unmet needs, barriers 
and innovative solutions

● Using real evidence, prove that 
there is systemic inequity to 
access to maternal healthcare 
for different groups within 
Europe

● Build consensus and recommend
possible solutions including for 
all levels of the policy and 
regulatory community and calls 
to action

1. Bring the issue of universal and 
equitable access to high quality 
maternal healthcare high on 
European and national agendas

● Work towards including maternal 
health as a priority issue in EU 
discourse

● Engage all levels of policy-
making in light of the multi-layer 
framework of maternal health 

2. Empower women to 
make an informed choice 
on how to access high 
quality maternal 
healthcare.

● Raise awareness of 
the links between 
economic 
empowerment, health 
literacy and equitable 
access.

Build momentum on the issues surrounding universal and equitable access to high quality 
maternal healthcare focussing on areas which currently lack attention, but which are integral 
to achieving the desired state with tangible direct benefit to society at national level across 
wider Europe.



Survey on Access to Maternal Health in 
Europe 2016 – Launch May 2016
• Sophie Alexander-Karlin, M.D., 

PhD., Ecole de Santé Publique, 
Université Libre de Bruxelles

• Téa Collins, M.D., PhD., Executive 
Director, NCD Alliance and 
Medical Advisor, World Medical 
Association

• Neil Datta, Secretary, European 
Parliamentary Forum on 
Population & Development (EPF)

• Jos van Roosmalen, M.D., PhD., 
Professor of Safe Motherhood and 
Health Systems at Vrije
Universiteit Amsterdam

• WORK AND 
PREGNANCY/MOTHERHOOD

• MEDICINE AND HEALTH
• FAMILY PLANNING AND 

RELATIONS
• INFORMATION AND 

NAVIGATION
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How you can engage
• As Euro-Peristat -

– Contribute to the Safe Motherhood Survey in future editions
– Provide a sounding board to ensure relevance and innovation of 

evidence pieces (please propose!)
– Participate in building a publication's strategy
– Safe Motherhood Week Europe
– Gastein 2016

• As individual organisations
– We are seeking to engage with health professional organisations
– Academic institutions/ networks with an interest in universal access
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Thank You.

Contact: 
j.bowman@thesynergist.org

mhealliance@thesynergist.org

http://maternalhealthalliance.eu/
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