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Welcome
to Paris



New members 
Bulgaria
Rumyana Kolarova
Directorate “National health data and e-
health” at the National Center for Public 
Health and Analysis

Croatia
Urelija Rodin
Croatian Institute of Public Health 
School of Public Health, School of 
Medicine, University of Zagreb

Boris Filipović-Grčić
Clinical Hospital Center Zagreb, School of 
Medicine University of Zagreb

Cyprus
Theopisti Kyprianou
Ministry of Health, Health Monitoring Unit

Norway
Mette Tollånes
Medical Birth Registry of Norway, 
Norwegian Institute of Public Health
Department of Global Public Health and 
Primary Care, University of Bergen, Norway

Slovenia
Nataša Tùl Mandic
University Medical Centre 
Department of Obstetrics & Gynecology -
Perinatology Unit





Austria
Gerald Heidinger

Estonia
Luule Sakkeus

Hungary
Helga Feith

Istvan Berbik

UK: Scotland
Rachel Wood

Slovakia
Jan Cap 



Other institutions and projects
European Board & College of 
Obstetrics & Gynaecology (EBCOG)
Tahir Mahmood

European Midwives Association
Mervi Jokinen

European Fooundation for the Care 
of Newborn Infants (EFCNI)
Nicole Thiele

Alliance for Maternal Health 
Equality 
Jacqueline Bowman-Busato

Bridgehealth project participants

French Institute for Public Health 
Surveillance
Isabelle Grémy

Directorate for Research, Studies, 
Evaluation and  Statistics (DREES), 
French Ministry of Social Affairs
and Health 
Muriel Moisy

Forecasting and Research 
Direction General for Health
Ministry of Social Affaires and 
Health 
Alain Fontaine 



Objectives of the meeting

• Share information about Euro-Peristat and new 
developments in perinatal health reporting in Europe

• Discuss our goals and priorities in the short and long 
term

• Make connections with other key actors to make our
work more relevant and sustainable

• Participate in Bridgehealth’s vision for a health
information system in Europe

 Generate discussion and exchange 



Monday April 4th 8:30 to 17:30 

8:30:-9:00 Welcome and updates
• Presentation of new member countries (Croatia and Bulgaria) and new 

scientific committee representatives (Cyprus, Norway, Slovenia)
• Updates and highlights from recent Euro-Peristat publications

9:00-10:00  Euro-Peristat and the Bridge Health project
• Brief overview of the Bridge Health project, 
• Euro-Peristat objectives, deliverables and work plan, 

10:00-10:30 Coffee break 

10:30-12:30 Improving the quality and use of indicators
• Data Linkage
• Microdata 

Lunch 



Monday April 4th 8:30 to 17:30 
13:30-15:30 New analyses of maternal and child health

• 6 presentations 
• Discussion 

15:30-16:00 Coffee break 

16:00-17:30 Next steps
• Analyses and dissemination of Euro-Peristat results 
• The next report(s): preparation, methods, financing and 

calendar

19:00  Dinner together (Restaurant Contre Allée, 83 Avenue Denfert-
Rochereau, 75014 Paris)



Tuesday April 5th 8:30 to 16:00

8:30-10:30 Ties with international organisations and societies

10:30-11:00 Coffee Break

11:00-12:45 Other collaborations and research projects

12:45-13:45 Lunch 

13:45-16:00 Bridge Health : sustainable health information

Dinner together for those staying Tuesday night



Why European-wide data collection 
for maternal and newborn health?



A priority for surveillance
≈ 40,000 stillbirths and infant deaths yearly in Europe
≈ 40,000 children with severe impairments, many of 

perinatal origin
Health inequalities between and within countries 
Adult health affected by pregnancy and infancy
Medical advances carry risks and ethical questions 

 Increased survival of extremely preterm infants, sub-fertility 
treatments, prenatal screening

A key challenge is to benefit from new technology 
without over-medicalizing pregnancy and childbirth



But how ….  

Some simple questions without answers for Europe

 What is the multiple birth rate? 
 What is the percent of babies born preterm? 
 What is the mortality of these babies? 
 What percent of women smoke during pregnancy
 Do women receive sufficient antenatal care? 
 Are obstetrical interventions increasing for low risk 

women? 



 Aim : to monitor perinatal health in the EU 
based on valid and reliable routinely 
collected indicators

 Scope : Maternal, fetal and infant health 
associated with pregnancy, delivery and the 
postpartum period

Funded by the DG-SANTE

The EURO-PERISTAT Project



Indicators

10 Core

20 Recommended

 Four categories 
 Fetal/neonatal, child 

health

 Maternal health

 Population 
characteristics

 Health services



Specificity of EURO-PERISTAT project

Use a common data collection protocol with 
careful attention to comparability 

Collect data using sub-groups making it 
possible to analyze indicators in more depth 

Bring together a network of specialists to 
participate in interpretation 



Data Collection
 For the year 2000

 the  European Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology,
Vol 111, Supp 1, 28 November 2003

 For the year 2004
 European Perinatal Health Report (2008)

 For the year 2010
 European Perinatal Health Report (2013)

 Data available on our website: www.europeristat.com











 Volunteers for next issue (May)





Lancet stillbirth series

• Highlights the importance of data on stillbirths
 Including stillbirths with common definitions
 Implementing perinatal audits 

• Focus on early stillbirths before 28 wks GA
 Can we include them in our analyses? 

• The importance of social inequalities in 
maternal and newborn outcomes 
 more comprehensive data 

• Better understanding of risk factors
 fetal growth restriction
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