
Table 1. Gestational age limit for carrying out terminations of pregnancy (TOP) (1) according to 
national legislation or actual practice (2), and reporting of terminations of pregnancy at or after 22 
weeks, in European countries in 2010

 
 
(1) Not including TOP when the mother’s life is in danger. 
(2) If actual practices differ from legislation, we used actual practices. 
(3) Gestational age is in completed weeks of pregnancy 
(4) Separate database for terminations in the 2nd and 3rd trimesters; data unavailable and probably incomplete 
(5) Reporting of spontaneous abortions and induced pregnancy terminations in separate databases 
(6) Terminations are recorded and clearly distinguishable in the medical birth register since 2013 
(7) Terminations for congenital anomalies can be linked to data of medical birth register 
(8) All stillbirths at 24 or more completed weeks should be registered 
(9) Significant under-reporting to the abortion system. 
(10) Data from the abortion system were used to supplement data from vital statistics 
(11) Hospital discharge statistics 


