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“Just born”, Daniel Celentano, 1939 

Obstetrics in the Netherlands 
15% home-deliveries 
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Home Deliveries and in hospital 1st line 

Primi          2011 2012 
1st line home   9,2       9,7 
 ‘home-like’    10,4       9,9 

Multi 
1st line home   20,8      20,7 

      ‘home-like’     14,2      14,8  



Realize the possible impact and keep the initiative:  

SPRN is collaboration of professionals    
 (KNOV, LHV, NVK, NVOG) 

Prepare press releases  

Decide who is speaking (with one mouth) 

Causes are much broader than “medical” 
 

What did we learn from PERISTAT.... 



PERISTAT 
the consequences in the Netherlands 

 Obstetrics on the (political) agenda 

 Contact with MP’s (“win – win”), journalists, 
radio and television 

 National Perinatal Registry accepted 

 Perinatal Audit accepted 

 IVF – policy changed (SET etc) 

 Screening and prenatal diagnosis: 
 strategy completely changed 
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Peristat 2013 
Neonatal mortality 

rates 
at 22+ weeks - 27 days 

Data 2010 



Peristat 2013 
Neonatal mortality 

rates 
at 24+ weeks – 27 days 

Data 2010 
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NA (1999) 
2,8 (2004) 
2,2 (2010) 

-/- 21% 
2.0 (2012) 

 
 











Perinatal 
mortality from 22 
weeks and up to 

28 dagen 
 

Data 2004 
 

Term births: 
2 countries 

higher, 
7 comparable, 
and 11 much 

lower 
 

De Jong et al. 
Midwifery, 2013  



De Jong, term mortality, 22 countries, 7 + equal, 11 significantly lower 

11 

18 



BJOG, on line 10 sept 2014 (adapted translation in NTvG) 

 home delivery is still safe…! 

NTvG 2014 



Fetal mortality 
>28 weeks 



Neonatal 
mortality 

>24 weeks 



Vos, Bonsel, Steegers: Ned Tijdschr Geneeskd. 2014;158:A7594 



Perinatal audit: 
op koers / well on its way 
 
Analysis of term perinatal mortality 

   19th June 2014 
 



Perinatal mortality 
Finland versus Nederland 
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Perinatal mortality ≥ 37 weeks till 7 days 

In 2010  and in 2011, each year 367 babies 



How many children >37 weeks? 

year 
perinatal  mortality 

PRN LVR2+LNR 
Registration 
differrencel 

2004 535 534 -1 
2005 550 546 -4 
2006 502 511 9 
2007 441 467 26 
2008 458 458 0 
2009 396 401 5 

2010 367 

2011 367 

 
 
 

www.perinataleaudit.nl 

2012                    325 (2 per 1000)  

http://www.perinatreg.nl/
http://www.perinatreg.nl/
http://www.perinatreg.nl/


Audit results 

2011 2010 

 Number Substandard factors (SSF)  n %  n % 

  No SSF 97 36  75 34 

  ≥ 1 SSF 147 54 116 52 

 insufficient information 28 10  26 12 

 unknown 5 2 

 Total number of cases 272 100 222 100 

(very) likely relation between SSF and mortality  

2011: 9% (n=24) of all cases 

2010:10% (n=24) of all cases  ref: PARS 2010-11 



Advices given by the local audit groups 

2011 2010  Advice in the field of: 

34% 35% Organisation of care 

12% 27% Protocols / guidelines / best practice 

10% 12% Communication 

17% 11% Documentation 

6% 8% Training / teaching 

21% 7% Other 

Ref: PARS 2010-11 
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Advices 2010-2012 

Ref: local audits, PARS 

Position subject Number of times 

1-2 Communication 21 
1-2 CTG, fetal monitoring 21 
3-4 New, local protocols                 14 

3-4 Documentation 14 
5-6 Fetal distress, emergency 11 
5-6 Post-mortem investigation 11 
7-8 Arrangements around CS 9 
7-8 Maternal BMI, diabetes 9 
9 Ambulance transportation 6 
10 Fetal growth 5 



“Untitled”, Keith Haring, 
1989 

The Netherlands anxious to see…   
the results of 
PERISTAT IV 



 Attention of journalists, radio and television 

 Attention of politicians 

 Perinatal audit 

 Discussion on screening 

 Discussion on registration 

 Discussion on IVF 

What did PERISTAT do... 
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